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The porcine strain, Brucella suis, also infects cattle and since
it is more invasive for man than Brucella abortus, the infection
may be transferred by milk containing relatively few of the por-
cine organisms whereas milk more heavily contaminated with
Brucella abortus may not transmit the infection.120
Brucellosis probably is of wider occurrence in man than com-
monly is recognized.1 "*" The possibility of human infection is in-
creased by the widespread occurrence of the disease in hogs and
cattle. Errors in diagnosis may conceal the infection since the
symptoms include fatigue, headache, arthritic pains and night
sweats. The disease normally persists for one to three months
but may last for several years with intervals of normal health
between attacks.
Jl/7/fe Sickness
The disease of cattle known as trembles is called milk sickness
when transmitted to human beings. Many years ago it was preva-
lent throughout the Mississippi Valley but is now considered a
rare disease.1-9 There is no record of its occurrence outside of
the United States. Of historic interest is the report that Abraham
Lincoln's mother died of the disease in 1819.131
In animals, trembles is caused by poisoning from eating white
snakeroot, rayless golden rod or jimmey weed.132 An apparently
healthy cow may secrete milk contaminated with the poison.
Tuberculosis
Tuberculosis in cattle is very widespread. In many European
countries it is not uncommon for thirty per cent of the dairy cattle
to be infected. In the United States less than one-half of one
per cent of the cows are infected with tuberculosis owing to a
nation-wide program of eradicating the diseased animals.
The causative organism, Mycobacteriitm tuberculosis, is one of
the most heat-resistant of the non-spore-forming pathogenic bac-
teria but fortunately it is destroyed by pasteurization. A cow with
pulmonary tuberculosis may swallow her saliva and this, with the
material coughed up from the lungs, passes through the digestive
tract and remains an active source of infection. Particles of in-
fected dust or manure may contaminate the milk or it may be in-
fected directly from a tubercular udder.